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President’s Report
I would like to thank the volunteers for their work in the Research Room
many a visitor has left with the information they were seeking in their family
research.
Thanks to Tony for the talk in Family History Week it was a great success and
I would like to have this session repeated next year again during Family
History Month.
I will be conducting enquires for members of the public into their Ancestors
who served in the First World War during the month of April 2014. The
sessions will be on Monday during the month.
I attended a day of the State Conference in Canberra and found it most
informative, it was also a good time to speak to other Societies and to see how
they are presenting their work.
I found a number of the Societies are putting their publications on to CD this
looks like the way to go.
Wollongong FHS will be hosting the next conference in 2014 and I have
volunteered the society to assist as I think this will give us a good look at
running a conference so we can make a bid for one.
Find my Past.
I hope all members are making use of Find My Past, I am still trying to speak
to someone from Ancestory.com in the hope of having access to the site
shortly.
It was pleasing to have all positions filled at our AGM and the new
committee. It is a change from some members holding down two or more
positions.
Both Andrea and I would like to take the opportunity to thank all members for
their support and to wish each and every one a Merry and Safe Christmas.
Ray Herbert, President, CAFHS

*************
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Editorial
I want to thank all contributors to this Edition. All your contributions
are an inspiration. Hopefully those Members who missed this Edition
will be encouraged to record their memories as well as place on public
record your Family and our Community histories in a public Journal.
We need everybody’s assistance.
It is dangerous to single out individuals in a voluntary group as the
people not mentioned may feel slighted – but – thank

you to the

people who man the CAFHS room; investigate queries; juggle the
Accounts books; keep the membership records; go to Conferences;
attend our meetings; and organise brilliant Christmas dinners –
You know who you are!!
When I told the members that as the new Editor, that I would introduce
an Editorial style with humour, they laughed at me.
Well, they’re not laughing now.

Ken Hughes,
Hughes, Editor
*************
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Membership
C.A.F.H.S. Inc. Membership fall due on the 1st July each year, the
prompt renewal of your membership is appreciated. To ensure all your
details are current, e.g. telephone number and email addresses, please
complete a Members Information Update form if they have changed or
notify the Membership Officer.
Normal Membership:
Single $25.00 Couple $30.00
Pensioners/Concession Membership:
Single $20.00 Couple $25.00
We welcome new members from Australia and Overseas.

MATER DEI ORPHANAGE - 1910
Transition From Manly to Narellan
The Orphanage and Industrial School established at Manly in
1881 had done noble work for almost thirty years, but the rapid
encroachment on the grounds for building purposes made it imperative
to seek more suitable surroundings. Gone were the quiet and seclusion
that had made the old Convent such an ideal spot for its work in
connection with the Orphans, for the “Village” had grown space, and
was fast becoming City – like in its traffic and din.
To sell a portion of the property at Manly and purchase a new
home that would be capable of expansion with the years was the
objective of Mother General (Mother Mary Berchmans) for several
years. That her aim was achieved, the fine home at “Mater Dei” ample
attests.
For many months the Sisters and children joined fervently in
special prayers and Novenas for a “good sale” and a suitable site. Their
petitions were graciously heard, and on the feast of that great friend of
destitute children, St. Jerome Emilian, in 1910, the doors of the new
home were opened to the little children of Manly Orphanage. The elder
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girls forming the Industrial Classes, were drafted to the Convent of the
Immaculate Conception, Balmain, where they continued their training
in needle-work and domestic service. Mother Mary Athanasius
Fitzpatrick was placed in charge of the new Institution at Narellan.
Mother General deemed
herself fortunate in the
extreme in having secured the
delightful home at Narellan,
with its eminently adaptable
surroundings for the favourite
project of her heart. Her
search for a suitable site had
been long and arduous, and
often bitterly disappointing to
one whose whole soul was
engaged in her enterprise, and who regarded every moment as lost
which was not spent in ministering to the poor. How many times she
went on a voyage of inspection to reputed likely places, only to find
them not at all to her mind; how many fruitless journeys she made
hither and thither she could scarcely remember, until at long last, in
1910, by some stroke of good fortune, her notice was attracted here. At
first glance she knew it for the ideal spot she sought. It offered all the
advantages of a fine residence, with plenty of scope in the 896 acres
with which it was surrounded for the development of her idea, and the
far-famed healthiness of the resort was greatly to her liking. Having
secured it, she at once set about furnishing it in readiness for the little
ones already at Manly, and in transferring them to their new abode, and
her chief delight was to note the change in the children removed from
the too strong breath of the ocean, to the light, clear atmosphere of
Narellan, spiced as it is with the tang of mountain freshness.
The Orphanage is approached by the road running in a northerly
direction from the little Kirkham Lane platform, distant from which it
lies about two miles, right on top of the hill long before reaching the
gates, you catch a glimpse of the emblem of all goodness surmounting
them, holding aloft it’s perpetual promise, and sharply silhouetted
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against the pale clarity of the sky. And as you pass under the Archway,
near which the quaint little presbytery – formerly a lodge – nestles, the
first view of the home is sighted – a large, white pile, set in a girdle of
terraced gardens and fruit tress, in the midst of its acres of fine,
undulating farmland, the greater portion of which is still densely
covered with hardwood timber, the remainder under cultivation.
The building itself is a magnificent structure of solid, white
stone, old as to architecture and speciousness; the main entrance
supported by massive pillars facing over towards Campbelltown; the
back – this portion by the way, built from stone quarried on the
property – looking out on gravelled walks and parterres, bright with
anemones and daffodils, and giving an enchanting prospect of Camden,
sleeping lazily in the sunshine, with never a breath of smoke to blur the
distance. Vistas of bushland, broken with green smouldered hillocks,
and backed by the purple range of mountains, and, nearer at hand,
clumps of wattle in the glory of full bloom, like splashes of vivid gold
spilled over the landscape by spendthrift nature in her most reckless
mood. And all about the homestead the beauty has been preserved by
the retention of the native trees.
But if the style of the building is of ancient date, infinitely more
picturesque and imposing then modern structures, the inside is replete
with conveniences, and most elegantly finished with it’s air of old time
grandeur and reposefulness captivating the senses. The lofty reception
rooms on one side of the entrance hall are wainscotted with full faced
cedar; the elaborate fireplaces and mantel carried out in the same
handsome fashion; while above, the deep frieze of figured bronze. The
other rooms on the ground floor, as well as the corridors, are
wainscotted with highly polished cedar. The doors and wide shallow
staircases and balustrades are of the same beautiful timber.
One of the original drawing rooms, the most artistic of the suite
opening off the hall at the far end of the verandahs, has been converted
into a lovely bijou oratory. The rich walls and ceilings lend themselves
exquisitely to the purpose and intensity the beauty of the Altar with it’s
three white steps and spotless furniture. Very calm, very spiritual, very
devotional is the atmosphere; a moment you linger there, absorbing
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something of it’s restfulness, and drawing into your own needs the
peace with which the air is fraught. Outside a bird sings in a wattle
bough, and the song seems like a hymn of praise.
Running almost the full length of the house behind the
community and reception rooms, is the schoolroom, full to the
overflow with bright faced boys and girls busy at their lessons, brave in
their red pinafores and white collars. They give you a greeting as you
pass through, and the baby of the flock, black-eyed and curly headed,
creeps out to steal a hand into the hand of Mother Athanasius, and to
laugh up in her face. It is always eleven and playtime with little
Portuguese Celie
To the rear, are the refectory, the noisy room, and the big tiled
kitchen, where some of the older girls are washing the dishes, chatting
as they work, pausing only to look up as the stranger enter, and to bid
them “good-day”. And beyond the kitchen is the bakehouse, with
kneading troughs and boards, bins, ovens, and supplies of flour large
enough to serve all Camden. All the bread used by the Orphanage is
baked there; three times a week the big oven is set going and the huge
batches of delicious loaves issue forth, brown and crisp, and fit for the
table of a prince.
At the head of the stairs and occupying the main portion of the
second storey are the dormitories for the girls. Beautiful rooms, all of
them; spacious and airy, furnished with innumerable and big windows,
open to the sunshine and fresh air, each room holding about a dozen
blue painted little bedsteads, white covered and white curtained, and
daintily trimmed with blue, Our Lady’s lovely colours. The walls of
each room are beautifully hung, that chosen for the babies having a
frieze of Dutch figures to delight the childish eyes.
A couple of years before coming into the hands of the Sisters,
the whole place, from attic to basement, was decorated in it’s present
style by Captain Watts, whose residence it then was, and, while it’s
ornate character entails a good deal of additional work, it’s beauty must
be a never failing source of pleasure to the inmates. The girls after a
certain age also, begin their training in useful occupations, domestic
and laundry work, needlework, cookery in all it’s departments, bread
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baking, the lighter branches of dairying. Later they are sent to the
Training Home at Balmain, where, under the care of a Community of
the Good Samaritans, they are fitted for life in the outside world.
But up there at Narellan, while the training of the children is of
the most careful and systematic, amidst the glorious wide acres and all
the fragrant odours of the bush, there is plenty of time for play. Mother
M. Athanasius, the presiding Sister, believes in the health giving
properties of fresh air and sunshine, and in building up tissue and
muscle in the growing children, and the glowing cheeks and sturdy
young bodies of her charges, are ample testimony to the value of her
methods. The only austerity in the place is practiced by the Sisters
themselves, whose whole lives, for love of God and His poor, are one
long story of selflessness and labour.
With the exception of flour and groceries, all the provisions
used by the Orphanage are produced on the farm; but groceries, flour
and clothing for so many children amount to something very
considerable in the course of a year; besides which there is a very
heavy debt to be worked off. During the first years of their
establishment at Narellan, there was but one entertainment in aid of the
“Mater Dei” Orphanage – a fate which the Sisters repeated several
times in the future. The chief resources of the home are the farm
produce and the donations bestowed upon it by those few charitable
ones to whom the noble work mates strong appeal.
When the Orphanage was first removed to Narellan, it was
thought the Sisters were very courageous, and even improvident in the
undertaking of such a huge work. There were over 70 children to
provide for, girls and small boys, and, but for the blessing of God on
the efforts put forth by each of the Convents of the Institute, and the
generosity of friends, the burden would have been undoubtedly
insupportable. In two years of perseverance in prayer and good
management, the existing debt was cleared, and steps were taken to
have a new building erected as soon as practicable.
They had been handicapped for want of accommodation.
“Room for all who apply”, was the Sisters’ motto. For ten years no
public appeal had been made, but in 1920, with a view to secure funds
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for extending the premises, a Reunion was organized and carried out,
mainly by members of “St. Vincent de Paul Society, Mr. Coogan, Mr.
Morrissey, Mr. D. O’Brien and others, who worked indefatigably; and
in 1922, the Sisters were able to invite their friends to the blessing and
laying of the Foundation Stone of an extensive addition. His Grace,
Archbishop Kelly, accompanied by the Rev. A. J. Hogan, motored from
Camden to perform the ceremony, after which a Public Meeting was
held on the spacious lawn. With His Grace were Right Re. Monsignor
J. P. Moymagh, P.P., V.G., Very Rev. Fr. M. J. Ryan M. S. C. Rev.
Fathers A. J. Hogan, J. H. Morris, M. D. Forrest, MSC., W. Bonett, G.
Bartlett, Lieutenant Gallagher (Private Secretary to Attorney General),
Messrs. L. Dew, A. Lysaght, J. Hickey, McCarthy, Neville and
McBride.
“Vistus” contributed the following articles on Narellan, to the
Catholic Press 27/3/1931.

“From ‘Wivenhoe’ to ‘Mater Dei’”
What The Changing Years Have Wrought.
I had spent my days of boyhood and of early manhood in that
delightful district know as the Southern Highlands. It comprised within
its area places of such historic interest as Camden, Narellan, Cobbitty,
Bringelly and Greendale. In my time the district was studded with a
number of fine old mansions, which had been held for generations by
some of the most noted families in the State.
The Barkers were at Bringelly, the Moore’s were strongly
entrenched at Badgally and Ellensville, Greendale House was occupied
by the Colbourne-Maynes; Ravenswood by the aristocratic Shadforths,
and Wivenhoe was the home of the Arding-Thomas family. The
Macarthur-Onslows held them, as they did still, the Beautiful Camden
Park Estate.
Of all these places, I knew Wivenhoe best, and had frequently
been welcomed within it’s hospitable walls. It was said to have been
erected by Sir Charles Cowper in 1837, but the Arding Thomas’s had
been in possession for many years. It was a fine stately old mansion of
the Georgian Period. It’s entrance porch was specially imposing. Four
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massive columns supported a solid entablature, and the effect produced
was very pleasing.
Later, Wivenhoe was sold to the late Colonel Oswald Watt; the
famous airman, and during his occupation he made extensive additions
at a cost of about £10.00-0-0.

A Transformation
After an absence of many years, I happened to be motoring
through the district with a friend, and having paid a visit to the fine old
stone church at Cobbitty, I could not resist the temptation of renewing
my old acquaintance with “Wivenhoe”. Turning in at the Lodge, we ran
through park-like lands, for about half a mile, when we entered the
inner gates I was amazed beyond measure at the sight that met my gaze.
Wivenhoe was still there, with it’s huge additions, but at the
farther end of the lawns, a mighty building had been erected, and midway between it and the old home, but connected to both by mediaeval
cloisters, there rose up a stately chapel, a perfect gem of ecclesiastical
architecture.
And, as we approached, marvel of marvels, there issued from
the stately porch a figure clad in the garb of one of our best known
teaching Orders, a gracious and courtly lady, who came towards us
with a smile, and bade us welcome. And welcome indeed we were. We
were strangers, and had never met before. But we were invited into the
house, and, sitting over a delightful cup of tea; which had been pressed
on us, I asked for an explanation of the wonders that I had seen. This
was rapidly given in full, and it was a simple enough matter after all.

A Large Family
The property, which, by the way, comprises over 800 acres with
the historic Nepean winding it’s course throughout, had been purchased
from the Executors of the late Colonel Watt by the Sisters of the Good
Samaritan, and by then it was devoted to the purpose of an Orphanage
for little girls who had lost their parents. The Sisters had, immediately
on taking possession, entered on the erection of the huge building
which I had noticed at the further end of the lawn, and in this no fewer
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than 150 dear little maidens, ranging in age from three to ten years,
were now housed. And so it was that “Wivenhoe”, - was now “Mater
Dei” – the home of the Mother of God. Then at a later stage, the
erection of the Chapel had been undertaken, and it had been opened
only a couple of years. In response to the smiling invitation of the Rev.
Mother, that “we should look around and see everything”, we embarked
on a tour of inspection of the whole establishment.
We began with the Chapel, and herein indeed was much to
admire. A more exquisitely beautiful chapel interior I have not seen.
Everything was in perfect harmony as regards colouring and designing.
But it was the devotional atmosphere that appealed to me. It was a
sensible “something” that we felt the moment one entered the building.
The proportions of the Chapel were ample enough for an ordinary
Parish Church, but it must be remembered that there is already a
congregation of nearly 200, and this will be largely increased as time
goes on.

From Penury to Comfort
Leaving the Chapel, we were shown through the great
dormitory block. Perfect order prevailed throughout, and the whole
place was homely and comfortable to the last detail. All the most
modern arrangements had been introduced into the building. One could
easily realise what living in such an atmosphere meant for the little
inmates, so many of whom came from sordid and poverty stricken
areas.
And then we were shown the treasures of the place – the dear
little friendless maidens, for whom the Sisters are giving up every
moment of their beautiful, selfless lives; 150 of them. Bright and
cheerful radiating happiness, these little ones did not seem to have a
care in the world, why should they? Of their love for the Sisters, there
was no doubt. And no wonder, for to them the Sisters were everything
– father and mother, and big sister, all in one. As I gazed on these
happy little faces, any lingering regret I might have had for the passing
of dear old “Wivenhoe”, was eliminated by the thought of what “Mater
Dei” meant to them.
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So much had we been captivated by what we had seen, that we
found it difficult to leave, but before our departure we had a financial
chat with the Rev. Mother. We wanted to find out from her now, in
these days of appalling depression, she was able to maintain, in
apparent comfort, 150 little people, who depended entirely on her for
everything they needed. Her faith was absolutely impregnable. “There
are God’s little ones, and you may be perfectly certain that He will
sustain them, as He sustains the birds of the air and the beasts of the
fields. But these children are dearer – infinitely dearer – to Him than
are the birds and the beasts, for they are made to His own image and
likeness”. There was her simple answer to our queries, and it is difficult
to image anything more beautiful or inspiring.
Having said farewell, and, as our car rolled down to the gates,
we realised as we had never realised before, that we had been given a
glimpse of a new world, of which we had not known – a world in
which God’s providence reigned supreme. And, if we thought of the
happy children, “tucked in beneath the sheltering cloak of the Mater
Dei”, saved perhaps, many of them, from a fete too dreadful to image,
we thought also of the gracious women from whom we had just parted.
They had left father and mother, brother and sister, happy homes and
sweet friendships – all that life held dear. Why? Because they loved
Him, to whom these little ones were so dear –
“ For I Have loved them with a love
No mortal heart can show –
A love so deep my Saints in heaven
It’s depths can never know.”
In serving these poor children, so helpless and so forlorn, they
serve Him, and in that service we see an inspiration and a glorious
ideality. Our Sisters are God’s most gracious gift to a selfish and sinful
world, and it is for us to pay them the tribute of our greatest affection,
reverence and esteem. (Catholic Press).
Reproduced with kind permission from Sister Mary Smith of the Good
Samaritan Sisters, Manager of Wivenhoe House.
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Tony Jackson - Library Coordinator & Assistant Editor
********************************************************

International Fleet Review -1913 Arrival of the Fleet into
Sydney Harbour.
In the research for the Camden
Remembers Website we have a local
who served in the Navy during the First
World War.
Raymond Victor Cranfield was born in
Camden on the 19th August 1888. His
parents were John Cranfield & Emma
Peckenham.
Raymond married Millie Grace Targett
He joined the Navy on 14th October
1912 and after initial training in England was assigned to HMAS
Melbourne as a Leading Stoker.
Raymond joined Melbourne on the 19th January 1913 and served
on the ship to the 10th December 1913.
HMAS Melbourne was a Town class light cruiser operated by the
Royal Australian Navy.

Cammell Laird laid down the ship at Birkenhead in England in 1911,
launched in 1912 and commissioned in 1913.
Melbourne sailed from Portsmouth for Australia, arriving in Fremantle
on 10 March 1913. Until August 1914, the cruiser was primarily
involved in training cruises and port visits around Australia
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HMAS Melbourne took part in the 1913 Arrival of the Fleet into
Sydney Harbour.

HMAS MELBOURNE
Raymond was transferred to HMAS Pioneer who was turned over to
the Royal Australian Navy in 1912 for use as a training ship, and thus
became the first cruiser to belong to the RAN.
On the 16th December 1913 Raymond was assigned to HMAS Penguin
where he served to November 1916.
A short tour on HMAS Warrego and then back to Penguin before being
discharged on the 8th June 1917.
Raymond died on the 2nd October 1967 in Beverley Hills, NSW and is
buried at the Woronora Cemetery, Sutherland, NSW.
Ray Herbert – President & Assistant Research Officer:
*******************************************************

Cause of death: Visitation of God
From days of old ... a simpler explanation.
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Some months ago when researching a family history enquiry for our
Society and while looking at some early death records on ‘Find my
past’ database, I came across where the cause of death was recorded as
something incomprehensible. Reading this copperplate handwriting it
referred to cause of death as ‘....something by god’. So I did a quick
Google search entering ‘cause of death god nsw’. Checking these
results I determined the cause of death was a ‘Visitation by God’ – how
could someone die from a Visitation by God? How could an official
record list a comment such as this? This is what I found on an Essex
UK website:
Cause of death: Visitation of God

Verdicts of coroners’ juries on the sad death of a number of children.
Image 1869 PD
What does ‘Visitation of God’ mean on a death certificate?
If you are researching your family history, you may be somewhat
surprised and perplexed when you come across a parish register, death
certificate or coroner's report which states the cause of death as
'Visitation of God' (ex visitacone dei). What does this mean?
For centuries, doctors struggled in the darkness over the causes of
disease and death, and how the human body functioned. If a person
died, because of the doctor's limited knowledge they could only
describe the cause of death as a fever, apoplexy, or convulsions, or
what he could visibly see such as a head wound, or evidence of a
lifestyle such as over indulgence of drink.
Occasionally he would describe the cause of death as a Visitation of
God. Used in a more religious time than ours, it meant the death was
inexplicable and it was thought that God had decided that it was time
for the person to die.
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It later came to mean that the person died of natural causes. It was a
verdict often given by Coroner's juries, particularly in the 19th century.
It was very rare that any autopsy was held and a doctor would give his
opinion from the physical evidence of the body before him and the
accounts he heard from others of the health of the deceased.
Also the coroner was only really concerned with the detection of crime,
so the medical reason for the death did not matter to him once
criminality had been ruled out.
In 1837 compulsory registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages was
introduced. In an attempt to bring statistical order to the reports made
by the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages on the
numbers of such events, coroners were directed that the cause of death
were to be made in precise terms. Terms such as Natural Death or
Visitation of God were to be avoided where more precise medical terms
on the cause of death could be used.
However, there was a slow response to these directions, and it did not
overcome the problem of a death where the coroner was not involved.
Many doctors continued using the term.
In 1869 the Royal College of Physicians published guidance called the
Nomenclature of Disease which was issued to every doctor in the
United Kingdom. It was attempt to create a common standard of
classification to the various causes of death, and doctors were urged to
use the guide when completing a death certificate.
If no cause of death was given, the Registrar would be likely to return
the certificate requesting the doctor to make a better diagnosis. Despite
this, later legislation, and the advancement of medical knowledge,
Visitation of God can still be found on the occasional death certificate
up until 1900.
A simple explanation, albeit not a very satisfying one!
Sharon Greene - Vice- President & Research Officer.
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*******************************************************

“Bellingham Family History”
A recent Addition to the library of the CAFHS is a CD donated and
produced by Greg Burns of Qld a Bellingham Descendant. Greg and
his co-contributors have produced an absorbing record of their
ancestors in their journey from the UK to modern Australia.
The CD has a table of contents but could have been further enhanced
with an index (preferably searchable). It begs the question? Is there a
family that came to the colonies that has not passed through or resided
in the Camden (Macarthur) area.
My own interest comes from the daughter of my Great Grandfathers
sister who married into the Bellingham family. It is a mix of BDM
information and many published reports of the lives of the family
garnered from Newspapers etc.
Rather than use the usual generational system the author has used a
linear descent system. This requires the researcher to peruse the whole
of the contents of the CD.
Whilst time consuming it leave you with a real feeling for the progress
of the family through to today.
A recommended item of interest for all those involved in genealogy.
Ron Dunbar – CAFHS Member

A History of
3 Transport Company, AASC,
RAASC, RACT
Par Oneri’ – Equal to the Task
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3 Transport Association (inc) is made up of former and currently
serving members of 3 Transport Company/Squadron.
3 TPT COY/SQN is 100 years old next year
3Transport Company served in WW1 and WW2. and is still
serving today....
3 Transport Company/Squadron is a Australian Army Reserve
Unit.

HISTORY – World War 1
The unit was formed on the 17th August 1914 as 3 Company (Coy) AASC, the
third of four such companies, which made up the 1st Divisional Train
Australian Army Service Corps.
3 Coy strength on embarkation, 4 Officers and 249 Other Ranks, with most
members being recruited from southern N.S.W. and Victoria. 3 Coy departed
Australia from Melbourne on 19 Oct 1914 on the transport “Benalla”.

His Majesty’s Australian Transport HMAT A24 Benalla at Port Melbourne,
19 October 1914
The HMAT A24 Benalla weighed 11,118 tons with an average cruise speed of 14
knots or 25.92 kmph. It was owned by the P & O SN Co, London, and leased by
the Commonwealth until 6 August 1917.

3 Coy arrived at Mena Camp (Egypt) on 14 Dec 1914, under command of
Capt (Hon Maj) J. G. TEDDER. At Egypt 3 Coy conducted supply operations to

18

the 1st Division. On 5-7 April 1915 3 Coy boarded HMTS MASHOBRA and
sailed for LEMNOS arriving on 9 April 1915. 3 Coy landed at KABA TEPE
(ANZAC) on 1 May 1915. 3 Coy's main role on Anzac was the resupply of the
Division. There is no recorded date of departure of 3 Coy from Anzac but
from diaries it appears that the unit departed on or about 18 Dec 1915.
During February 1916 the reorganization of the Australian Imperial Force was
conducted to conform to the Imperial Establishments, at this time there was
four brigades and Tpt Coy’s attached to each Division. The whole Army was
reorganized to reflect the British model of three brigades to each Division.
The Coy was divided to facilitate the formation of the 4th and 5th Divisions,
with the unit being refitted with reinforcements from Australia.
Extracts from 3 Coy AASC 1st Division Train War Dairies: 3 Coy departed
Alexandria on 26 March 1916 for France and arrived at Marseilles on April
1916. Departed Marseilles on the 3 April 1916 by train for Abbeyville
(Amiens) and arrived on 4 April 1916. 3 Transport Company Research notes
from War Diaries.
•

•

•

•

•

Sep 1916 - Hopoutré area, 3 Tpt Coy on road between Hopoutré to
Hoograaf railhead (Reningheist siding) 1.5 miles south east of
Poperinge supporting the Battle of Ypres
May 1917 - 3 Tpt Coy deployed in Bresle (on road between Amiens
and Albert) supporting Dernancourt battle area. Also at Ville Sur
Ancre. Supporting 2 Brigade units in this area.
Jul 1917 - 3 Tpt Coy redeployed to Bray with 2nd INF Bde, working
from the railhead at Albert. Moved to entraining area and then
redeployed to Aveluy.
Nov 1917 - Samer district (France) fro R&R, with 3 Tpt Coy located at
Longfosse, the railhead for Samer. War diary states " Enemy
attention to horse and wagons after a trying time on the front.
Health of men good and discipline excellent."
Jul 1918 - 2nd Aus INF Bn with 3 AASC moved out of the line to
Wardrecques Station for rest. "Camp is ideal, good horse lines,
excellent water for horses, recreation ground for cricket and football.
Weather hot and muggy".
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•
•

Jul 1918 - Total Establishment: Wagons GS x 23, Limbers GS x 2 Supplies drawn from Ebblinghem - 12 GS wagons daily, 9 miles from
refitting point to QM stores.
Transport used forward for engineer and salvage work. July 3, six GS
wagons were carting stores to Strazeele station some 300 yards from
the line - heavy shelling and MG fire - no casualties. Inf unloading
party had casualties. 4 wagons used nightly on forward work 1-13
July 1918.
14 July. 2 INF Bde move to Racqinhem for 16 days rest.
29 Jul. Moved back to line, "Water scarce".

•

The unit was disbanded in March 1919 in Belgium.

•

he unit was disbanded in March 1919 in Belgium.

BETWEEN THE WARS
There is no record of the unit between the wars
WORLD WAR 2
The 6th Division Service Corps contained the following companies Supply,
Petrol and Ammunition. The 6th Division was withdrawn to Syria after
service in North Africa, Greece and Crete. Just prior to the 6 Div returning to
Australia the Service Corp was reorganised and this was implemented on 13
January 1942. The reorganisation was as follows;
a. 6 Aust Div Sup Coy
b. 6 Aust Div Pet Coy
c. 6 Aust Div Amn Coy
The 6 Aust Div Amn Coy was formally changed to 3 Company Australian Army
Service Corp 6th Division ( 3 Coy AASC 6 Aust Div). Its main role was
Divisional Transport and worked closely with 19 Brigade within the Division
particularly 2/4 Infantry Battalion during the whole war.
3 Coy departed Hill 69 (near Suez) on 13 Feb 42 for Port Sudan. They then
departed Port Sudan on 16 Feb 42 for Australia aboard the M.V. ARONDA. 29
March 42 arrived at Adelaide and billeted at Bridgewater (HQ Bridgewater
Hotel). 30 April 42 3 Coy vehicles cleared of the " ST ESSYLT " from the
Middle East.
3 Coy then redeployed north via the following locations;
a. 17 May 42 Terowie
b. 21 May 42 Alice Springs
c. 22 May 42 Larrimah/Barrow Creek
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d. 25 May 42 Adelaide River
e. 13 Aug 42 Peg 61 mile mark
NORTHERN TERRITORY.
1942-11-02. GENERAL
SCENE AT THE
HEADQUARTERS OF 2/3RD
COMPANY AUSTRALIAN
ARMY SERVICE CORPS AT
THE 61 MILE PEG THE
NORTH SOUTH ROAD
WHERE RATIONS FOR THE
VARIOUS UNITS IN THE
AREA ARE BEING SORTED
OUT FOR ISSUE.
NX1968 DRIVER C.H. KONG
(1); QX21160 DRIVER W.T.
HOWARD (2); SX700 DRIVER
D.D. JAMES (3); VX2277 DRIVER A.R. WILLIAMS (4); VX29254 DRIVER J.W.
HEXTER (5); QX20899 DRIVER S.G. CAVANAGH (6); NX6336 CORPORAL H.S.
KEARNEY (7).
Copy write Australian War Memorial
1 Jun 42 designation changed to 3 Coy AASC Northern Territory Force OC
Capt K.W. Haigh. Examples of tasking, supporting 2/4 Bn, 2/8 Bn, 23/21 Bn
with troop lifts and resupply. The unit was renamed 2/3 Australia Company
AASC Northern Territory Force on 1 Aug 42. 1 Jun 43 2/3 Aust. Coy boarded
HMAT DUNTROON at Darwin for Brisbane. Arriving Brisbane 8 Jun 43 Coy
was sited at L&T Exhibition Grounds. All Coy members granted 21 days leave
from 8 Jun 43. Advance party established camp GR 326076 Herberton 1':1
mile. 13 Aug 43 move to GR 400178 under command 2 Aust Corps Tpt
Column, OC Maj Hutton 20 Dec 43.
On 19 Jun 44 2/3 Aust. Coy AASC was disbanded and reformed to HQ 2/3
Australian General Transport Company under command of Maj T.K.
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Shadworth. ( 2/3 Aust GT Coy) All members and equipment transferred to
new Coy.
1 Aug 44 redeployed to Wondecla GR 327075 Herberton 1":1 mile. 15 Oct 44
Advance Party on the USAT Nancy Hanks to New Guinea. 28 Oct 44 main
body to Redlynch (near Cairns), 3 Nov 44 embarked HMAT Duntroon, 8 Nov
44 arrive Aitape. The Coy deployed to the following locations;
a. AITAPE EAST 8 Nov 44, Map Ref GR 956507
Tasking : Resupply of combat supplies to;
DID Drinkwater DID Svain
DID Yakimul DID Lazy Ck.
DID Babiang
DID Danmap River.
b. DOVE BAY April 45, Tasked to support 2/6 Aust
Cav Commando landing
c. BUT 1 May 45, Map reference BUT l":l mile 889255
d. WOM Peninsula 22 May 45, Map reference
Wom Peninsula 1":1 mile 277119; and
e. Wewak East 1 August 45, Map reference
1":1 mile 278120
The 2/3 General Transport Company was disbanded at Wewak East on the 27
October 45, with the " Thirty Niners" being demobbed first. Members were
given the option to nominate for the British Commonwealth Occupation
Forces Japan.

3 Coy Convoy Middle East WW11
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POST - WORLD WAR 2
In June 1948 the company was reformed as 3 Company RAASC Infantry
Division Transport and in the following nine years of service was moved to
various depots such as Leightonfield and Haberfield before being disbanded
again in early 1960.
Following the reorganisation of the Army into the Pentropic Division, 19
Company RAASC, located at Ashfield Training Depot was renamed 3
Company RAASC. As a result of this reorganisation 3 Company RAASC
together with 2 Company RAASC, another CMF unit located in Brisbane, and
one ARA unit, 1 Company RAASC located at Ingleburn formed the basis of
the Divisional Transport under command of HQ 1 Division Column RAASC
commanded by LTCOL B.J. McNevin.
During 1961 and 1965 whilst under command of 1 Division Transport
Column, the unit together with it's sister Company's gave support to both
CMF and ARA exercises held during this period.
In 1966 again because of a reorganisation of the Army,3 Company RAASC
was placed under of command of 5 Task Force (TF) 2nd Division, as were all
CMF units within Eastern Command (now known as the 2nd Military
District).
On 1 Jun 1973, the Royal Australian Army Service Corps was reorganised
and renamed the Royal Australian Corp of Transport. As part of the
change 3 Company RAASC became known as 3rd Transport Company
RACT. It was also in that year that the unit was relocated to the Army
complex at Marrickville after the Ashfield depot was surrendered back to
the State Government.
In October 1975, again because of political pressure the Marrickville
Depot was returned by the Federal Government to the Marrickville
Council to be used as park land. The unit was again forced to move this
time to Lidcombe where it shared accommodation with 142 Signal
Squadron.
In 1977 the unit moved again this time 7 Platoon stayed at Lidcombe, 6
Platoon moved to Frenchmans Rd Randwick with 177 Air Dispatch, HQ's
moved to Dora St Hurstville the OC Maj FARQUAR. Around 1980 all the
Company reformed at Hurstville OC Maj Taylor.
In July 1976 again due to a reorganisation within the Army the unit was
integrated with the ARA and placed under command of 9 Transport Column
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which at the time also commanded both 18 and 26 Transport Companies
(ARA).
In February 1978, the company was involved in a reorganisation program
which saw the Divisional Transport Column's renamed the Divisional
Transport Regiment. The company was at this time renamed, 3rd Transport
Squadron.
In May 1982, The unit was moved to Davies Rd Padstow. Finally on 1
February 1984, The unit was placed under command of the 2nd Division,
returning to it's primary role as a second line transport unit.
On 1 July 1996 3 Transport Squadron began its role as the Transport
Company for the 5th Brigade Administrative Support Battalion (5 BASB).
Initially this role was conducted at Padstow but then on 22 June 1997 the
doors closed at Padstow and the Squadron moved in convoy to Hill Street
Banksmeadow. Within the BASB 3 Transport Squadron is generally referred
to as Transport Company, although in the Pams on the formation of a BASB
the transport element is designated as a Squadron.
In Dec 2000 the CO of 5 BASB, Col Michael Miller designated the birthday of
5 BASB to be 17 September in place of 1 July. 17 September being the date
when 3 Transport Company and 5 Field Ambulance (Med Coy 5 BASB) first
served together providing administrative support to the Second Brigade of
the First Division near Amiens, France.
In January 2001 the Transport Company moved home again to Holsworthy,
again sharing a home with 142 Signals as they did in the late Seventies.
There they form the Transport arm of a CSST.
At the end of 2002 their final move was to their own premises near Green
Hills corner at Holsworthy

Recent History
Speech given by Brigadier D.H.M. Saul, AM HOC RACT,
at the Dedication of the Commemorative Plaque – Australian War
Memorial, Canberra, on behalf of 3 Company Australian Army
Service Corps on 6 March 2009.

24

Thank you for according me the honour of providing the
Commemorative Address on the occasion of the Dedication of a
Commemorative Plaque to those who have served in 3 Company. A
dedication such as this must recognise the deeds of those who have
gone before, the current achievements of those who serve today and
perhaps even a fleeting consideration of what the future may hold – in
this way a tangible and valuable link is maintained.
I doubt that any member of the Company who served overseas in the
First World War or Second World War could have ever allowed
themselves the thought that one day their service would be recognised
in the shadow of this magnificent structure we know as the Australian
War Memorial.
3 Company’s war service reflects the diversity of commitment during
the First and Second World Wars. In the First World War – the Coy
spent time in Egypt for training and preparation, service at Gallipoli –
predominantly in supply areas around the beaches at Gallipoli,
subsequent reconstitution in Alexandria and significant support within
the 1st Division on the Western Front from 1916 – where railhead
clearance and onward transport was the primary task. We know that
support was provided in a rudimentary manner – some motorised
transport but with a reliance on horse and wagon and for some elements
even mules. The provision of service support in rear areas belies the
risks faced and the dangers endured by these men – whether on the
beaches at Gallipoli or moving supplies forward on the Western Front –
Australian Army Service Corps personnel were subjected to artillery
fire and small arms fire on a regular basis.
In 1942, 3 Company elements then serving in North Africa was reestablished from the AASC elements of the 6th Division and returned to
Australia at a time when much of the population felt vulnerable to
Japanese invasion. For just on a year the Company provided transport
support in the Northern Territory by clearing supplies from the railhead
at Alice Springs to troop concentrations and airfields further North.
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Having driven not dissimilar routes more than 20 years ago in modern
vehicles, albeit without air conditioning, one can only admire the
resilience and toughness of the men in 3 Company who, mixed with a
degree of ingenuity, kept vehicles going for that length of time in those
conditions.
From mid 1943 3 Company was prepared for service in New Guinea
and in 1944 as part of the 6th Division the Company provided
transport support along the Northern coastal road and barge unloading
as a precursor to the push on Wewak in the latter part of the War. The
operations in New Guinea reinforced the challenges of a demanding
environment and the availability of basic motorised transport. Again
the soldiers of 3 Company met these challenges and provided essential
transport support.
The post World War 2 service of 3 Company highlights the resilience
of what we know as the Army Reserve today. During numerous
reorganisations the Company maintained and continues to maintain
essential support to Reserve units. This contribution has been
underestimated in many respects – countless Reservists have pursued
full time careers on the basis of their Reserve experience, soldiers in 3
Company – and its many subsequent organisations – provided a
contingency option for Defence and Government at minimal cost and,
perhaps glimpsing the future, members of 3 Transport Squadron now
serve overseas on training or operational deployments and assist in
domestic support tasks like the Victorian Bushfire relief effort.
Through this abridged version of a proud history some enduring themes
emerge – 3 Company soldiers proved themselves “Equal to the Task”
in a variety of operational situations – their work was essential but went
largely unheralded, they proved to be adaptable and resilient and a
collective spirit persisted through numerous reorganisations. That some
95 years after formation we are here today to commemorate the service
of thousands of individuals with a link to 3 Company reinforces the
value of that service and the ties that remain.
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I acknowledge the work of the 3 Transport Association in taking the initiative
to have the Company recognised and I ask that the Association, while
rightfully acknowledging the past, continues to support the soldiers of today
and those who follow.
May all of you continue to prove to be - Equal to the Task.

in
Dedication of Commemorative Plaque – 3 Company Australian Army Service
Corps - 6 March 2009 - Australian War Memorial, Canberra

1st June 2013
Parade for the presentation of the Princess Royal Banner.
Princess Royal is a style customarily (but not automatically) awarded
by a British monarch to his or her eldest daughter. The style is held for
life, so a princess cannot be given the style during the lifetime of
another Princess Royal. In particular, Queen Elizabeth II never held the
title as her aunt, Princess Mary, was in possession of the title. Princess
Anne is the current Princess Royal.
The Princess Alice Banner was laid up the following day at the All
Saints' Chapel, Gallipoli Barracks, Enoggera prior to being displayed at
the Army Museum at Bandiana. Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester
(1901–2004), was the wife of Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester, third
son of King George V and Queen Mary.
ANZAC Day 2014
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n Due to the 100th Anniversary of 3 Transport Company/Squadron in
2014 a request has been made to the Anzac March Committee of the
NSW RSL for a place of Prominence Leading Post WW11 Army in the
2014 Anzac Day March. The 3rd Transport Patron Col Mike Miller has
had discussions with the HOC in relation to the use of the Princess
Royal Banner and a Armed Guard Escort.

3 Transport Association
The 3 Transport Association inc was formed to keep ex-members of 3
Transport in contact with each other.
The Association meets at Ashfield RSL Liverpool Rd Ashfield.
Events attended by the Association when we march under the
Association Banner:Ashfield RSL Anzac Sunday; ANZAC Day Sydney March 25th April;
Reserve Forces Day each July; Remembrance Day at the Ashfield RSL
each November.
Ex- Members and serving members are encouraged to join the
Association and an application form can be printed out from the Join
page at http://www.3transportassoc.com.
If you would like to keep in contact informally, visit this page regularly
for news.
If you would like to contact the Association.
threetransportassoc@bigpond.com
Or write to:The Secretary
3 Transport Association
3 Orion Close
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 Phone: 02 65826276 Mob: 0412563121
================================================
President: Kevin Connelly WO1 (retd)
Secretary: Gary Smith
##############################################################

WEBSITES
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3rd Transport Company
http://www.3tptcoy.com/index.html
Australian War Memorial
http://www.awm.gov.au/search/?q=3rd+Transport+company&submit=
http://awm.gov.au/collection/F03456/
His Majesty's Australian Transports [HMAT] A24 Benalla
http://alh-research.tripod.com/ships_lh.htm
http://www.clydesite.co.uk/clydebuilt/viewship.asp?id=15351
Bruce Denison - Social Secretary
******************************************************

Home Remedies – transcribed from “Ye Olde Tyme
Remedies”
1) Cure for Dandruff
Massage scalp with warm olive oil, tie in cloth and leave all night.
2) Cure for Dandruff
Get some Stallax. Mix 1 teaspoon of Stallax and mix with mustard and
hot water. Then add one tablespoon of vinegar and half a tablespoon of
pure olive oil. Add one point of hot water and boil for 10 minutes.
When cool, shampoo hair well. In the final rinse water add one
tablespoon vinegar and dry in the sun is possible.
[Note: Stallax shampoo was manufactured in Great Britain by
Dearborn (1923) Limited, 37, Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.1 @
1schilling 6 pence per tin.]
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/40155808
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/3825436
http://www.cosmeticsandskin.com/aba/mercolized-wax.php
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgibin/paperspast?a=d&d=ODT19191206.2.4.2

29

3) Good Nerve and Blood Tonic
• One bottle of Port wine
• One bottle of Bull Dog Stout
• One bottle of Bovril
• One tin of malt
• 3s powdered Quinnine
Put wine and stout into a saucepan over a very low fire. Just make
warm, add malt, Bovril and Quinnine. Stir until dissolved, let it get cold
then bottle
Dose: half a wine glass first thing in the morning and last thing at
night.
by Winnie Bruce (Barbara Sulley’s mother)
*********************************************************

Governor Macquarie –Here At Last!
By Clive Lucas (Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners, Architects)
Lachlan Macquarie, the fifth governor of NSW, is the most renowned
of the colonial governors of New South Wales – which 200 years ago
stretched as far west as to include part of South Australia, the Northern
Territory, the whole Victoria, Queensland and of course Van Diemen’s
30

Land. While Macquarie dotted the land with his name (and that of his
second wife Elizabeth Campbell) for streets, rivers, mountains, towns,
forts, ports, counties etc., and everything he built has the name, L.
Macquarie Esq. beautifully carved upon it - there has never actually
been a monument to him. In recent times we have named banks, high
schools, universities, regions, even shopping centres – but still no
official monument in the city he created.
Marie Bashir, his successor (she is the 37th Governor of NSW), has
changed all that. Devoted as she is to Australian history, she set about
to erect a statue in his honour at the top of Macquarie Street in Sydney,
in Queen’s Square, at the entrance to Hyde Park. The street and park
are Macquarie’s creations and the entrance to the park is where he had
Francis Greenaway (his appointed Colonial Architect) design a screen
as an entry to the park. Alas this was not built. But 200 years later
Professor Bashir chose Terrance Plowright as the sculptor, and Clive
Lucas, Stapleton & Partners were commissioned to design the pedestal.
A Blue Mountains resident, Plowright has undertaken some of the
largest fine art commissions in Australia and overseas, and has won
acclaim for Australian art on a grand scale. Of his inspiration for the
Macquarie statue, he said “The qualities within Macquarie that inspired
me were his humanity and his extraordinary strength of character and
intelligence. I attempted to create the face of a gifted man, judicious
and full of dignity. As well, I worked on developing within the body
language the presence of authority but tempered by his great desire to
imbue within the colony, egalitarianism”.
The inspiration for the pedestal was the circular neo-classical pedestals
commonly in use in the early 19th century – virtually a cut-off column
base – to raise the statue above the ground. In Europe you will see this
type under many kings, emperors, generals and statesmen. For
example, there is such a granite base under the Thomas Woolner bronze
of Captain Cork, in Hyde Park, on the axis with the Australian
Museum.
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Macquarie’s pedestal has been simplified to a single drum with a
margin at the top of the pedestal and at its base a second drum, at a
height suitable to sit upon. The inscription is cut in simple bold block
letters finished in gold leaf. On the face “Major General Lachlan
Macquarie, Governor of New South Wales 1810 – 1821”. And on the
rear the date “MMXII”, as well as his places and dates of birth and
death.
In front of the pedestal set in the pavement is a circular bronze plaque
with Macquarie’s coat of arms and verbiage to do with its unveiling by
Governor Bashir on 31 January 2013.
The Governor, the Premier and the architects wanted the statue centred
on the axis of Macquarie Street and Hyde Park, but the City Council
said no and alas Macquarie sits off centre. However, the design is so
that it can be “wheeled” into the centre of the avenue leading up to the
Archibald Fountain. This is where the old Viceroy deserves to be.
Courtesy: National Trust (New South Wales)
ABC Big Ideas - Talks – Marie Bashir on Lachlan Macquarie. 20th
February 2009
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/bigideas/stories/2009/02/20/2497156.htm
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Schooling in the Cobbitty District
These articles are an attempt to bring together a number of sources of
information, in private hands and in the filing cabinet at Camden
museum, on the subject of schooling in the early Cobbitty area. It
provides a rather haphazard attempt at a history, but from the family
history aspect many names are revealed. Acknowledgements to Isabel
and Geoff Armstrong for their book ‘John Armstrong Colonial
Schoolmaster, (1997). Unfortunately, the picture of school students is
not dated, but it would be easy to date from roll books.

From Daily Telegraph, October 28, 2006 by Ann
Beveridge.
“When the colonial schoolmaster John Armstrong and his wife Marian
arrived fresh from England at the tranquil village of Cobbitty in 1840, it
was all that was best about life in NSW.
The Church of England school that Armstrong ran for 4 years was in
the historic Heber Chapel built in 1827. Reverend Samuel Marsden
dedicated the first church in the Camden area on November 30, 1828.
In 1829 it was still the only school in the Camden district.
The Armstrong’s lived in a modest rented cottage across the road from
the school. Marian fell pregnant almost immediately with their first
child, Charlotte Eliza, who was born that December.
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They taught the children of local labourers and tenants. In 1841 there
were 27 boys and 20 girls at the school and about 70 children aged 3-14
in the parish who did not attend. Most of the parents could not afford
the fee of five shillings a quarter. Instead, the schoolmaster was offered
flour, bran, maize, butter, fish, ham, shelving, horseshoeing, four
bushels of wheat and a suckling pig.
Armstrong became aggrieved at Reverend Hassall’s fault finding. They
fought over salary, rent, school fees, Sunday taboos and education.
Hassall sacked Armstrong on September 9, 1843; the sad end of an era
for peaceful Cobbitty.
”
*
*
*

Cobbitty Public School ( written by Mrs Roach)
Built in 1908
Teacher: Mr Chittick
Building same as now (1985) except that no window opening on to
verandah. Two rooms, the one Mr Lynch uses now was the classroom,
the other was used as a sewing room, and was very, very hot in
summer. Before school built, Heber Chapel was used as Public School.
I can remember moving from Heber Chapel School to new school and
thinking what a lovely bright school we now had with its big windows
and inside walls painted a pretty light green with a pink border near the
ceiling, so different from the dark dingy chapel school. We children
helped carry desks, forms and books from old school to new.
School Ground.
Same size as now, no trees except one huge native apple tree. It was cut
down a few years ago. Boy’s toilet right down one end of school
ground, girls half way down other side. No weather shed or wash room,
so in rain children sat on verandah. Mr Chittick had a yard one end of
school ground where his cow was milked.
Mrs Chittick taught sewing 2 afternoons a week to all the girls, even
the infants, no craft for boys. Children were taught running writing as
soon as they started school, starting with 117722 then gradually
forming letters. Slates were used by the infants, books for written work
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and slates for sums by the older classes. We read aloud from readers.
One book for each class, everyone in the class read the same lesson.
The teacher wrote the sums on the blackboard and we worked them out
on our slates. There were no sports afternoons. No school uniforms.
Girls wore dresses. No shorts or long pants. Everyone wore hats.
Children living near school went home for lunch, others brought cut
lunches, sandwiches, piece of cake, hardly ever any fruit, could not buy
meat pies etc. No buses or cars to bring children to school, everyone
walked, even ones who lived across the river, where the university now
is. Games – Rounders, Sheep, sheep come home, Hide and Seek,
Prisoners base, Cricket, Football, marbles, jacks and knifie. Girls and
boys played together.
Later, a tennis court was made between where Mr Sneddins room now
is and the road and jacarandas planted. During 2nd World War, bomb
shelters or trenches were made at the bottom of the school ground.
Lists of students from Vermont School, Greendale. (1907 – 1910)
Roll 2/1/1907 List of Students
Alma Latty 12 10/12 years born 26/2/1894
Gladys Sale 10 11/12 years born 15/2/1896
Muriel Sale 8 2/12 years
born9/11/1898
Maud Latty 7 10/12 born 16/3/1899
Stanley Latty 10 6/12 born 18/7/1896
John Sale 12 1/12
born 5/12/1894
1908 Roll
John Sales ; Stanley Latty ; Alex Kenny (10 and 11/12ths; born
23/2/1897) ; Gladys Sales ; Muriel Sales and Maude Sales
1909 Roll (school closed 5 days. No teacher Jan 1909)
Stanley Latty ; Alex Kenny ; Elizabeth Latty (9 and 10/12ths) ; Muriel
Sales ; Annie E. Rapley (10 years) ; George Rapley (8 years) and
Margie Rapley (7 years)
1910 Roll
Stanley Latty ; Alex Kenny ; Muriel Sales ; Maude Latty ; Annie
Rapley ; George Rapley ; Margie Rapley ; Maude Rapley (6 and
3/12ths years) ; Harry Willis (10 and 10/12 years) ; Thomas Willis (8
and 10/12 years)
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No entries after 31-10-1910. Marked as subsidised school. According
to Alice Clissold (Maud Rapley), Mr Nethery was teacher in her time.

Schools in the Cobbitty area
A number of small schools in the area from early days –
Denbigh
Matavoi – attended by James Hassall’s children.
Vermont, Greendale – attended by Latty, Sales, Rapley, Kenny
children. Attendance was 6-10. Held in one room of Latty home. 1907
– 1910. Mr Walter Nethery was teacher . Subsidised school.Private
school at the Rectory in Canon Allnutt’s time.

Cobbitty School – Some teachers associated with the
school.
J. Armstrong – abode – Pomare Grove – Clerk and schoolmaster. 184043?
George Charles Bode – abode Cobbedee – schoolmaster. 1850
Simeon King – Cobbeddee – much respected schoolmaster – died aged
41. Headstone. 1858.
[Usually spelt Cobbity and in 1865 Cobbity Paddock (Dept of Ed.
Archives)
Opened 1858 (1.7.1858 –1867)]
John S. Rablah 23.10.1858 – 15.5.1860.
William S Wearne 5.1860.
W.J. Huggart (1864?. April)
John P. Ollis - 12.1865 – 11.1866.
Cobbitty C. of E. (sometimes spelt Cobbedee)
Mrs King (temp) 1858
John W. Warren – 1863 to Bowral P.S. 1.9.1867
Jas Wigram – 1869 – to Terrara C.E. 2.1871.
Henry E. Field. 2.1871 resigned 3.1873.
Edward Anderson – 5.1873 – resigned 31.3.1874.
John Banfield 4.7.1874 – promotion to Wilberforce C.E. 15.2.1877.
Hugh Epthorp – 2.1877 – to Moor Creek P.S. – 6.1878
William Heath – 4.7.1878 – 20.7.1882. Cobbitty Public School.
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(Mrs Wilson? Temporary) 1883.
Thomas McLuckie 9.1.1884 – retired 31.12.1892
Valentine Schaadt – 28.12.1892 – 11.1.1897.
Thomas Chittick – 11.1.1897 – retired 20.12.1919.
William Griffith Evans – 20.12.1919 – to Minto East 21.12.1920.
Thomas Packer – 31.1.1921 retired 1.8.1923
J.E. Bofinger 18.5.1923 – to Junee Vale 27.8.1923
Frederick (Selby?) Rudd – 21.7.1923 – to Captains Flat – 19.8.1924.
School closed.
Re-opened 6.7.1925 – 7 pupils – Miss Dorothy Wales (Roach)
subsidised teacher.
Miss Mary Coulthard Wales – 19 pupils – 26.5.1927 – to Berrilie
13.8.1936.
Thora Hatch – 30.1.1934 temporary – to Colyton 23.2.1934.
Walter Harrison – 13.8.1936 – to Glenquarry 10.10.1944.
David Baldwin – 10.10.1944 – retired 19.6.1950.
Thomas James English – 19.6.1950.
Marshall Mitchell – 1963?
Neville Davis 30.1.1968 – 28.1.1975.
Stephen Lynch 28.1.1976 current teacher in 1987. Retired December
1990.
Kevin Ross 29.1.1991 – Craig Angel

Provisional School (1867 – 1957)
An elementary school which first emerged in 1867. A Provisional
School could be established in areas where at least 15 children, but
fewer than the 25 required for a Public School could be expected to
attend. Parents provided the building and furniture, while Council of
Education or later Department of Education paid the teacher and
supplied books and equipment. During the 1880’s the minimum
number of children required was reduced to 12, from 1898 the
minimum was 10, and from 1945 it was 9. After 1882 there were
provisions for the Dept. to provide all or part of the cost of the
buildings, but well into the twentieth century parents often met most of
cost. The schools were generally staffed by untrained teachers or by
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teachers of the lowest qualified. Eventually small schools became
Public Schools. (1957)
Theresa Park was a Provisional School 8.1868 – 9.1879
Public School 10.1879 – 10.1919
Provisional School 7.1921 – 12.1922
Public School 1.1923 – 12.1958
Cobbitty 1) Public School July 1858 – 1867. Close
2) Public School July 1882 – Open - To 8.1924
Provisional School 5.1927 – 12.1938
PS 1.1939
Orangeville – 4.1866 – 4.9.1964
Shancamore – 1867 – 9.1873 (Prov)
Werombi – 1869 – 12.1958
Oakdale 5. 1871 open
Silverdale – 1872 – 5.1968.

Some Correspondence on Cobbitty School
Thomas McLuckie writes to complain that he has only been getting 12
pounds per month instead of 13 pounds. (1 pound to be paid to the
sewing teacher). Reply was that sewing teacher had already been paid..
Thomas says it is not true. “ Is it true as stated by Mr Henry Charker,
Primrose Hill, Cobbitty, that you gave a state child, in his care, his
books and sent him home from school and told him to come no more,
because he told him to come every day at noon for a month in the busy
season”. (The teacher wanted Mr Charker to understand his 10 year old
state ward should be at school all day every day like other children and
not be put to work. The boy was often half to one hour late, then was
going home at noon. Mr Charker wrote straight to the Undersecretary,
accepting the boy’s story and not once speaking to the teacher.)
School Attendance Officer reports defaulting parents at Cobbitty
School. He found a farmer by the name of John Clissold refused to
send his 3 sons to any denominational school. He was however
educating his children at home, having a governess to teach them. To
show his earnestness and desire to have a public school in Cobbitty,
John offered to give the one acre block on the Cut Hill corner, as a gift,
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for a school. Emma’s block. (the offer was refused. Block too low, too
small, bad drainage – other block near the church was more suitable. )
May, 1882.
Inspector’s report for the school site next to Cumming’s garden and the
Cobbitty Road, part of Pomare Grove. Thinly timbered. The land is
held in trust in favour of certain persons. On their decease,
arrangements can be made with Dean Cowper, Vicar General of the C.
of E. principal trustee. The Heber Chapel was leased to the school,
9.12.1882.
Petition
April, 1883. Sir, We the undersigned residents in the village and district
of Cobbitty, understanding that it is the intention of the Govt. to build a
new Public School here, beg respectfully to point out the unsuitability
of the site chosen and partition that another site may be substituted for
it. We consider it unsuitable for the following reasons: -1. Because the
site chosen is lower than the public road and than the grounds in the
immediate vicinity, from all of which it would receive the wash and
drainage.2. Because the site chosen is immediately opposite a
blacksmith’s shop, the incessant noise from which would interrupt the
work of the school, should it be built there. The undersigned beg to
state that there are plenty of pieces of land equally centrally situated
and free from the above disadvantages and they respectfully request
that one of them may be substituted for the position at present chosen.
Trusting that this petition may receive the favourable consideration of
the Government. We are your obedient servants.
H.S. Thomas, John Fletcher, Samuel Blackman, John Blackman,
William Holtz, J. Clissold, J Chappell, John Jenkins, John Fryer, J.R.
Vicary, H. Bellingham, L. Chappell, George Bellingham, D. Doust, R.
Bellingham, ? Schnieder, John Seaton, Richard Fryer, Maria Fryer,
Robert Daniels, R.J. Rothwell, T. Sayers, Henry Charker, Henry Roach,
J.T. McMinn, William Smith, J.F. Downes, James Funnell, George H.
Allnutt, C. Clissold.
Accompanying the above petition: Mount View, Cobbitty. May 14th 1883.
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Dear Sir,
As our representation in Parliament, I herewith beg to hand you
the accompanying Petition for presentation to the Minister for Public
Instruction.
As you will see by the petition, the sie chosen is thought by 30
residents signing it, some of whom are the most influential in the
district, to be not at all suitable. There are two other sites about a
hundred yards from the one in question that would be in every way
suitable which are both high and dry as well as being free from timber
which the other is not.
I beg to remain on behalf of the Petitioners and myself, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
John Clissold.
The inspector says chosen site is not spongy, and there is no sign of
wash from the road. The blacksmith’s shop is not immediately
opposite, but nearly opposite one corner and off the road a bit. There
are several magnificent trees that will afford excellent shade for the
children.
Site 11 has no trees and is not level enough for playing grounds.
Site 111 is more level but would be flanked by two houses and the
garden behind. 27.7.1883.
The land was valued at 64 pounds and paid for.
From 1.6.1882, the schoolroom and residence were leased for 3 years,
yearly rent of 50 pounds, paid quarterly. Money might have to be spent
erecting additional accommodation, which might be required for a
married teacher.
It must be understood that the use of the premises out of school hours is
reserved to the Trustee and his representatives.
District Inspector says, “(1) The schoolroom at Cobbitty C.E. is 40 feet
long, 20 feet wide and 12 feet high. There is also a residence attached
containing 4 rooms. The walls of the building are of stone and the roof
covered with shingles. It is in a good state of repair, and the
schoolroom is well furnished. It is well situated for school purposes,
but the playground is small, being only 22 feet by 17 feet.
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I am of the opinion that public school buildings should be erected at
this place, and therefore beg to recommend that this building be rented
for one year only or till such time as the new building may be
completed. The rent asked is reasonable.
April 1882
Next inspector up says “I do not think it desirable to go to the expense
of the erection of buildings at Cobbitty for some time, and therefore
recommend the leasing of the premises offered for 3 years at 50
pounds per annum. The principal drawback is the want of a suitable
playground. If I remember correctly however, the children were
allowed to play in an adjoining paddock. 4.4.1882.
Inspector recommends discontinuing teaching sewing. Mr McLuckie
only has 19 boys and 6 girls enrolled, average attendance last quarter
was 18. 9, no likelihood of improvement. 22.3.1888.
Renewal of lease. As enrolment and average were only 30 and 18. 9
respectively, 30 pound yearly rent was offered. Church said 40 pounds.
Mr McLuckies pay down to 120 pounds (4%), because of numbers. His
classification entitles him to 168 pounds so he wants another school.
6.6.1888.
McLuckie wants to live closer to Sydney so he and his daughter can be
together. She is a governess, he has been here by himself for 5 years
and he is down 2 pounds a month, after more than 30 years teaching, 10
pounds for residence. 4% superannuation allowance. 5.6.1888.
May, 1891. Mr McLuckie gave John Dwyer, age 10, 6 cuts of the cane
for drawing a horses’ head on his slate. When John said to the other
kids that the cane was “nice and sweet” he got 6 more. He wasn’t able
to milk the cows that afternoon and his guardian, Mr H.T. White, of
Matavoi sent a note to school the next day to the teacher.
Mr McLuckie again beat John, 3 on each hand and 3 on the bottom and
told him and the class if they took untruths home they would get double
next day.
Statements given by John Dwyer, Rebecca Funnell, aged 11, Fred
Elliott, Albert Mitchell (aged 25 and staying at Matavoi) and Mabel
Campbell, aged 8.
41

Mr White then wrote to the Dept. complaining. Inspector recommended
that McLuckie be severely reprimanded and informed that should a
similar charge against him be proved, he will be (more severely dealt
with) removed from the Board.
From Dept of Education Archives
HEBER CHAPEL
April ,1882
District Inspector says, the schoolroom at Cobbitty C.of E. is 40 foot
long, 20 foot wide, and 12 foot high. There is also a residence attached
containing 4 rooms. The walls of the building are of stone and the roof
covered with shingles. It is in a good state of repair, and the
schoolroom is well furnished. It is well suited for school purposes, but
the playground is small, being only 22 feet by 17 feet.
6.3.1893. Referring to Mr Schlaadt’s complaint about the state of the
residence, it was not obvious till he moved out how bad it was. G.H.
Allnutt offers to get the place fixed up if the Dept. will continue the
arrangements of 45 pounds per year for say 7 years. He also offers to
house the teacher while the work is being done.
27.3.1893. From the Parsonage, Cobbitty, re residence of school –
We are prepared to: 1. Relay floors
2. Ventilate above and below with 32 air bricks
3. Stop all cracks in walls and repair fireplace
4. Slope away earth from walls outside
5. Repair gutters, and downpipes and tanks
6. Provide a new 800 gallon tank
7. Build new kitchen 12 by 12 with brick fireplace and chimney

42

8. Close in verandah from kitchen to old building so as to form a
lobby
9. Paint kitchen 3 coats white lead, old woodwork 2 coats white lead
10. Brick walls cleaned down and painted, with 1 coat hot lime and oil,
1 coat red lead, 2 coats white lead and oil.
11. Raise walls and ceilings of the older two rooms (against which
kitchen is to be built) 18 inches.
12. New ceilings of T. & G. lining
13. Roof to be covered with galvanised iron
14. Provide and fix 12, 9 by 6 air bricks for school-room below floor
level.
15. Colour whole of outside walls of school with hot lime and oil.
16. 21.6.1893. Canon Allnutt says the work is being carried out but
asks that the school be closed from Friday 23rd June (when holidays
begin) to Saturday, July 15th, so the contractor can complete the
work on the residence and the reflooring of the schoolroom.
***
From an exercise book, titled Cobbitty, and found in the filing cabinet
at Camden Museum. Hand written text and in blue biro. Author
unknown. No dates.
The School (New)
The new school was built in 1908 (Public).
Thomas Chittick who was also churchwarden (1919 in office) was the
first school teacher in Cobbitty new school.
Coming from Greenwell Point, near Nowra he was for a time teacher at
the denominational school in the Heber Chapel from 1896 – 1908 and
retired in 1920.
43

He lived in the stone cottage, “Stoneleigh”, opposite the school where
his family carried on as dairy farmers.
One daughter, Mrs Knox, was at one time Postmistress, was born at
Cobbitty and taught Sunday School (now deceased)
Another daughter, Linda, still lives at “Stoneleigh”.

Cobbitty School Students
Picture taken at the back of Cobbitty School - circa1910-1915
Back Row – (L-R.) Linda Chittick, Dorothy (Dorrie) Holz , Alice
Rutter, Dagmar Hanson, Hilda Dowell (Cowell), Ivy Middleton.
Third Row – Wilfred Chittick, Jack Holz, Charlie Dowell, Jim Armour,
Harry Rutter
Second Row – Una Vickery, Dud McMinn, Hazel Wales, Albert Hore,
Ena Hanson, Tom McDuff
Front Row – Fred Armour, Mona McMinn, Fred Small, Nancy
Middleton.
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Mr Chittick was the first teacher of the new school in Cobbitty. He had
a reputation as a strict teacher.
(Please Note: The spelling of names is as it appears in the document).
And thanks to Joy Thorn.
Cathey Shepherd – Secretary

Interesting WEBSITES
Biographical Database of Australia (BDA) www.bda-online.org.au
This database is now online, and is well worth a visit! Based in
Sydney, it is the result of many years of work by volunteer genealogists
and historians.
The database allows free name search, which generates index entries
with brief details of all the individuals of that name.
Allows free search of all the source information pages and news.
Tens of thousands of entries have been linked. Where an individual has
been mentioned in more than one record the links form a Biographical
Report for that person in timeline format with sources.
Allows subscribers to view the full Biographical Report and to then
hyperlink to any other person mentioned in that report, and to do this
from one report to another. All data is fully referenced.
To view Biographical Reports, users are asked to become a subscriber
for just $25 per year. You can then contribute to the database, help
solve linking puzzles, advise of any errors, submit new biographies and
support its expansion, as volunteers, contributors and financial donors.
Visit the online shop offering over 1000 second hand books for sale.
Remember this database is a work in progress, but with constant
updating, new links, corrections and biographies from subscribers, it
will be a wonderful resource for family historians, both in Australia and
overseas.
Trove
http://trove.nla.gov.au
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Trove is the National Library of Australia’s wonderful, free resource
which allows you to search historic newspapers online. Containing
some 108 million pages, it can be a little daunting at first and needs
some thought when searching.
Cathey Shepherd - Secretary

Recent Acquisitions
New Acquisitions to November 2013
AU 059 –

Roads Not Taken. R. Lang

AU 058 –

National Treasures from Australia’s Great Libraries. National Library of
Australia

AU 057 -

Women Transported – Life in Australia’s Convict Female Factories.
Parramatta Female Factory Friends

NS 077

Toongabbie’s Government Farm: An Elusive Vision for Five Governors
1791 – 1824. J. Barkley-Jack

NS 078 -

Admission Registers for Manly Industrial School Orphanage & Mater
Dei Narellan Boys & Girls Orphanage 1910-1925. K. Vernon

CA 037 -

They Worked at Camden Park 4th Edition. R. Nixon, J. Wrigley, B.
Burnet & J. Johnson

CA 038 -

Belgenny Farm – Camden Park Estate. NSW Agriculture

CE 070 -

Blue Mountains Cemeteries Vol 1 – The Mounts – Mt. Victoria, Mt.
Wilson & Mt. Irvine. Blue Mountains FHS

CE 071-

Blue Mountains Cemeteries Vol 4– Lawson Cemetery. Blue Mountains
FHS

CE 072 -

Blue Mountains Cemeteries Vol 5 – Wentworth Falls CofE Cemetery.
Blue Mountains FHS

CE 070 -

Blue Mountains Cemeteries Vol 6 – Wentworth Falls Catholic
Cemetery. Blue Mountains FHS
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CE 070 -

Blue Mountains Cemeteries Vol 14 – Memorials & Plaques of the Leura
Memorial Gardens & Crematorium & St. Alban’s Anglican Church
Memorial Garden. Blue Mountains FHS

PR 033 -

Wyong & District Pioneer Register. Wyong FHG

RE 072 -

eRecords forFamily History. C. Num

CD 105 -

Court Records 1837 – Supreme Court Criminal Jurisdiction Information
& other Papers SRNSW Items (/6307 – 9/6311. K. Vernon

CD 101 –

New Zealand World War 1 Service Personnel & Reserve Index. New
Zealand SOG.

CD 102

New Zealand Marriages 1836 – 1856. New Zealand SOG

CD 100 –

Parramatta Female Factory foe all Australians. Parramatta Female
Factory Friends

CD 103 -

Wyong Shire Cemeteries, Yarramalong 1888- 2002, St. Barnabas 18882002, Ronkana 1925-2002, Jilliby 1893-2012. Wyong FHG

CD 104 -

Brisbane Waters area Anglican Parish Pioneer Church Records. Wyong
FHG

CD 105

Suffolk Marriage Index Bosmere, Claydon, Orford & Loes Deaneries
1754 – 1812. Suffolk FHS

CD 106

Suffolk Burial Index 1538 – 1900. Suffolk FHS

CD 107

Suffolk Baptism Index Bosmere & Claydon Deaneries 1754 – 1812.
Suffolk FHS

CD 108

Suffolk Baptism Index Colneis & Samford Deaneries 1754 1812.
Suffolk FHS

CD 109

Suffolk Marriage Index Carlford, Colneis, Samford & Wilford
Deaneries. Suffolk FHS

*********
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Book Loan Criteria
1. All Books with YELLOW dot can only be borrowed for a period of
4 weeks, all book with a GREEN dot can be borrowed for a period
of 2 weeks.
2. Only books marked with a yellow coloured dot may be borrowed.
3. Only members may borrow books.
4. Books can only be signed out and in by a member on duty. A
member on duty cannot sign out books for themselves; another
member must sign out their books.
5. A limit of 2 books per member at any time.
6. Books may be reserved by contacting the Library Coordinator.
A full list of book available for borrowing will appear in the next
edition of Camden Calling
Any further books that are acquired and are available for borrowing
will be listed in the Valley Voice newsletter and future Camden
Calling’s.
Tony Jackson
Library Coordinator CAFHS Inc

*********************************************************
The Last Word : SO MANY ANCESTORS .................SO LITTLE TIME

The 2nd Last Word :
Every answer in Genealogy gives you 2 more questions.
********************************************************
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Items for Sale
Camden Pioneer Register

Third Edition

$35.00

Pioneers At Rest (Cawdor Cemetery)

Daphne Koob/CAFHS

$20.00

Snap Shots of Early Cawdor Pioneer

Susanne Voytas/Daphne Koob

$30.00

We do but Sleep Camden & Menangle
Anglican Parish Cemeteries

Janice Johnson

$20.00

Camden General Cemetery + Index

Transcript by CAFHS

$12.00

Camden Catholic Cemetery

Transcript by CAFHS

$8.00

St. Paul’s Cobbitty Cemetery

Transcript by CAFHS

$15.00

St. Thomas’s Narellan Cemetery

Transcript by CAFHS

$15.00

Camden Council Rates Book

Transcript by CAFHS

$25.00

CAFHS Cookbook

CAFHS Members

$8.00

Camden

Alan Atkinson

$40.00

They Worked at Camden Park 4th Edition CHS

$20.00

History of Camden

CHS

$10.00

Internet Family History

Cora Num

$12.00

Irish Research on the Internet

Cora Num

$12.00

If ordered by Post, the above items incur postage and handling fee depending on the item/s
and quantities.

Postage:

Australia
Overseas

(Approx.) $5.00
Price on application

CHARTS
Ancestor Chart
Ancestor Chart
Tree Chart
Our Family Tree
Family Circle
The Family Tree

9 Generations Large
9 Generations Small
7 Generations Coloured
6 Generations Reakes
9 Generations Wheel Chart
6 Generations Bordered

$4.00
$2.00
$5.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00

MISCELLANEOUS
Starter Kit

Genealogy Starter Kit

$2.50

Camden Area Family History Society Inc.
P. O. Box 679
CAMDEN
NSW 2570
E-mail: cafhs2570@gmail.com

Web Page:
www.camdenhistory.org.au

ISSN 1329-4075

